Farming In

Protected Landscapes
2021-2022

- ISLES

OF SCILLY

Dt Department
a of Outstanding Nc¢ for Environment
- Food & Rural Affairs




Summary

Farming in Protected Landscapes 1 s a

It offers funding to farmers and land managers in Areas of Outstanding Natural
Beauty (AONB) & National Parks. The programme supports projects that:

A Support nature recovery
A Mitigate the impacts of climate change

A Provide opportunities for people to discover, enjoy and understand the
landscape and its cultural heritage

A Protect or improve the quality and character of the landscape or place

To assess projects & award funding, the AONB Partnership has a delegated AONB
Farming in Protected Landscapes panel, which is made up of representatives from
organisations and businesses from across the AONB.

Funding Breakdown 2021-2022
Total Funding received :  £75,277
Project Delivery Spend :  £64,015.82
Advice & Guidance Spend: £4,416.80
Admin Spend: £6,896
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Project Headlines 2021-2022

Year 1: 2021/2022

Farming in Protected Landscapes

Isles of Scilly Area of Qutstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)

8 projects delivering for climate

Including:

* 0.12 ha of woodland creation

e 2450 ha of land being managed with regenerative
farming techniques

* 6 projects to improve the soil quality

* 3 of other climate outcomes (water conservation)

4 projects delivering for people

Including:

* 2 projects delivering educational visits

e 2 projects to make the landscape more inclusive for
visitors

* 4 projects to support greater public engagement in land
management

= been able to do this by working with a range of

partiners

of the proaramme. The Panel has Iincluded

Natural England, Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Local
Nature Partnership, Environment Agency, Historic
England, the Council of the Isles of Scilly, RSPB,
Isles of Scilly Wildlife Trust, Tresco Estate, Scilly
Farmers and Growers.

4 projects delivering for nature

Including:

Approx. 2,000 metres of hedgerows better managed
109.74 ha of positive management on SSSlis

2.15 ha of habitat improvement for biodiversity

0.15 ha of improved habitat connectivity

8 bat boxes built and installed of other nature outcomes

8 projects delivering for place
Including:

8 projects increasing the resilience of nature friendly
sustainable farm businesses, contributing a more thriving
local economy

5 projects enhance and reinforce the special quality and
character of the landscape

8 projects supported

8 projects completed




Maintaining Traditional Field Boundaries

Peninnis Farm, St Marys

Peninnis Farm is a 50 acre family farm business on St Ma r yTaéesfarm rears a mix of poultry, pigs and
Ruby Red Devon Cattle as well as managing bespoke holiday accommodation.

Historically the farm hedges were trimmed by hand with a hook, all trimmings were collected and
disposed of either as cattle feed or compost.

In more recent years the common approach to hedge trimming has been to use a tractor mounted
mechanical flail. This system is very effective but is time consuming and quite brutal on growth that is
more than a couple of years old.

Through purchase of a new waste grab and trailer the applicant has
been able to deliver a different approach to trimming and maintaining
traditional field boundary hedges and Elm trees, to conserve landscape
character, support sustainable farming and reuse organic material.

The investment in machinery through this project will enable a new

approach to hedge management and to make better use of the by-
product, which will help make land management more sustainable.

Funding awarded: £7,908.15




Westward Farm is run by the Hicks family on St Agnes, which they have done so for centuries. The
farm encompasses a diverse range of ventures, including rearing a small herd of red ruby Devon cattle,
soap making, gin making, orchards and holiday lets.

This project has enabled the applicant to increase rainwater storage capacity to reduce demand on
groundwater through the purchase of two 10,000Itr water tanks with supporting pumps and pipework to
Il ncrease the farmés capacity to irrigate crops.

supply. The farm has been experiencing longer spells of drought, more often i something which is likely
to be the pattern with climate change.

The project also involved purchase of a wood chipper and insulated hot composter with maturation bins
to manage hedgerows & green waste whilst also increasing organic matter, soil carbon and water
holding capacity of soil.

Funding awarded: £9,861




Accessing Tresco
Tresco Estate

Tresco Estate manages the entire island of Tresco, one of theIslesof Sci | | y. | textensiee | ar
estate covering Grade 1 listed gardens and ancient monuments, Sites of Special Scientific Interest and
farmland with 100 head of cattle.

The AONB Farming in Protected Landscapes Funding has enabled the Estate to purchase key pieces of
equi pment to further enabl e and support their sus
chain flail has been purchased to manage bracken, gorse and invasive rhodendronsonthe S S S jtlges

bracken of which is baled and used for ani mal bec
mixed with soil enhancer and manure to create compost which is re-used across the estate. Managing

theSSSii n t his way will also support peopleds acces:
The Estate has also purchasedanin-vessel food composter ttermsav@ por t

towards a circular economy through the production of on-site compost. The funding has also supported
a new shed to house the new equipment in,

Funding awarded: £21,892.31




Biodiversity Improvements
Hillside Farm, Bryher

Hillside Farm is run by the Eggins family on Bryher. The farm grows vegetables, salad crops, soft fruit,
cut flowers and free-range eggs which are all sold locally. The farm also rears North Devon Ruby Red
cattle to supply the islands with farm reared, rare breed, free-range beef.

The farm also works closely with the Isles of Scilly Wildlife Trust on Bryher, to manage the clearance of
Pittosporum and Gorse, two invasive species on Bryher. Through the Farming in Protected Landscapes

Fund, the applicants sought funding to purchase a woodchipper to help process this material to reuse
back on the farm.

The chipped mat er i al -digvegetabke groduction, helpgng to praectm@s n o
increase soll health, increase food production, eliminate bought in artificial fertilisers, reduce water used
for irrigation, increase wildlife biodiversity and carbon sequestration.

The woodchipper will feature in farm tours of the farm over the summer months, with demonstrations
and information on how and why they are using it.

In the long-term the applicants hope to create a sustainable, self-sufficient, low carbon, nature rich
farm for future generations.

Funding awarded: £7,075.52



