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Sa la k ee a n d lots of tree s!

By Natalie Rance, Isles of Scilly Wildlife Trust Marine Ranger

What is a tree’s favourite dating app? Timber.

But wood you be-leaf that at Salakee Farm we’ve been doing quite the opposite of felling
trees with our lovely Estate Rangers Darren Mason, Rob Carrier, and Rhianna Pearce
lending a hand in an exciting new tree planting initiative.
Dave Mumford and Kylie Carter have always been forward
thinking in their approach to farming, consistently
working with long-term sustainability at the forefront
of their unique enterprise. Rearing free-range ducks in
small groups, Dave and Kylie value the importance of
transparency, ethical treatment and longevity of their
farming practices, keeping the future of farming and the
health of our planet at the heart of their values.
The couple created the concept of their tree-planting project as a means
of helping them grow organic produce, offset the farm’s carbon footprint
and to create varied habitat for wildlife. Kylie said, “We are trying to make
the most of our land by stacking as much diversity on it as we can. The
trees are planted into lanes so that we can run the animals in the alleys.
This means that whilst grazing they will be fertilising the pasture, which
provides good nutrients for the trees, as well as helping us grow organic
matter. The trees are really important to help with the resilience of the
farm’s future and our aim of closed-loop farming.”
The project plan was devised with the help of Jessie Gulliatt who employed her background
in permaculture design (alongside a hefty amount of research) to provide the knowledge
to designate which trees should be
planted where with the aim of creating
varied habitat from species of differing
heights and physical qualities. Yet to do
so requires a lot of trees...which equals a
lot of time and effort planting!
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Our estate rangers went along to Salakee to give a helping
hand in firing through the planting process. Together the
rangers and lovely bods at the farm succeeded in planting
a whopping 230 trees in a mere day and a half...a pretty
impressive feat by all accounts!
Tree planting projects have become increasingly popular
in recent years with many companies opting to offset their
carbon footprint through their own schemes, with many
planting trees in return for sales. Planting trees offers
benefits for people, wildlife and the environment, helping
to increase biodiversity, provide shelter and prevent soil
erosion, amongst many other reasons.
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However, the projects don’t stop at the planting. Trees require ongoing maintenance to
ensure a long lifespan (so they can keep on doing all the good that they do for years to
come!) and prevent pests and diseases. Our rangers put in a lot of work to maintain trees
and their surrounding ground across the islands in order to promote healthy growth and
keep Scilly looking green and beautiful! If that’s something that is important to you, why
not consider making a donation to The Isles of Scilly Wildlife Trust today?
Donations can be made online using our website as below. Thank you.

ios-wildlifetrust.org.uk
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