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When you are just lost for words...
By Nikki Banfield, Isles of Scilly Wildlife Trust Communications Off icer

Sadly over recent weeks it’s come to our attention that 
although we, and many others who live on and visit our 
Islands, are appreciative of their beauty and history, there 
are some out there who take it for granted and don’t seem 
to realise just how precious our Islands are or how lucky 
they are to either live in, or visit, Scilly. 

We’ve been passed some information which has made us 
just a little sad; consequently we felt now would be good

The Isles of Scilly Wildlife Trust is responsible for more than 60% of the Islands, just under 
2000 hectares, and that responsibility includes all of the uninhabited Islands, Islets and 
rocks.   It’s a huge responsibility for a small, independent, local charity to undertake when 
you factor in the designations, archaeological sites, special flora and fauna and more which 
these encompass. 

It’s been reported to us that people are having BBQ’s on the uninhabited Islands.  Ordinarily this 
wouldn’t be too much of a concern as long as individuals are adhering to the guidance in terms 
of disturbance and removing their rubbish when they leave.   Sadly they are not.

BBQ’s have taken place in a couple of the Cottages on Samson and one of the Bronze Age Cists 
on Samson’s North Hill; additionally they have been taking place on St Helen’s, in and around 
the Pest House and also in the Chapel (that we know of).

How do we know this? Not only because the BBQ’s and rubbish were left behind but also 
because semi-permanent structures have been built using stones from the surrounding areas.  

Firstly, both elements are unacceptable. 

“Wild-camping” is not permitted in Scilly.  If you wish 
to camp then you can book in to one of the campsites 
available across the Islands.  

Additionally, it has also been noted that some individuals 
are “wild-camping” on the uninhabited Islands, possibly 
connected to the BBQ’s, and also on the inhabited Islands.

time to highlight just a few things.  It’s a shame given all of the positive news stories we’ve been 
able to share recently.

In terms of the rubbish if you carry it in, you carry it out. It’s less heavy, there’s less of it and 
you’ve probably now got even more space; so do a bit of a beach clean and take a bit more away 
with you than you came with.  Who do you think is going to clean up after you if you leave it 
behind?
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Thirdly, if either of those reasons aren’t good enough 
our Islands are an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty with a fantastically vibrant, tangible history 
(currently accessible to all) and by moving stones 
around, building structures and making fires within 
our ancient monuments you are actually breaking 
the law.

If our fire crews have to attend one of these Islands it will be costly and will also have an 
impact on a number of areas of Island life (not to mention our wildlife and the habitats 
plants and animals depend on for survival).  

All of our fire crews are retained and will have to leave their day jobs in order to deal with 
something entirely preventable; the fire crews consist of baggage handlers, boatmen, quay 
staff, hauliers, Trust staff, campsite owners, accommodation providers and farmers, to name 
but a few.  All people who keep the Islands “running” on a day to day basis.  

There will no doubt be many reading this who remember when Samson caught fire and the 
days/nights the fire crews spent trying to control and contain the fire; we really don’t want 
a repeat of this.

If anybody witnesses this type of behaviour please do say something.  If you are unable 
or unwilling to say something directly to the individuals and encourage them to do it 
differently, then do report it. 

The Isles of Scilly Wildlife Trust is a charity and we can only appeal to people’s better nature 
and request that people do things differently.  So, if individuals are caught/reported either 
“wild-camping”, littering or disrespecting our archaeological sites or other open areas then 
sadly the Police will be informed/involved.

We would much rather it didn’t come to this, that common sense prevailed and those that 
live in and visit our Islands treat them, and all those responsible for looking after them, with 
the care and respect that they deserve. 

Please, please, please, just think about what you are doing. Think about the impact your 
actions can and will have on others as well as the damage you are causing to our Scheduled 
Ancient Monuments & Landscapes; Scilly’s history...

By all means have fun and make fantastic memories; that’s what 
Scilly is all about.  But Scilly is also about being considerate and 
aware of the environment and the impact your actions may have 
on the small community you are living in or visiting.

Please don’t risk destroying our archaeological heritage, precious 
habitats and ultimately the way of life which people cherish 
about our Islands.

Leave nothing but 
footprints & 

happy memories.  

Secondly, despite us now having a bit of rain, everywhere is still incredibly dry and by having 
and leaving BBQ’s in areas such as this it is a huge fire hazard (especially in areas like the Cist 
on the North Hill of Samson which is surrounded by Heather).  


